CONSTITUTION OF

THE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN MAGICIANS

ASSEMBLY 38

GREATER KANSAS CITY

We, the members of the Society of American Magicians, Assembly 38, in order to further the magical interest in the greater Kansas City area, and for our own enjoyment of magic, do hereby reactivate Assembly 38 of the Society of American Magicians. To that purpose we establish this constitution, which shall be in keeping with and not in contradiction to any provisions already established by the national constitution of said society and not forbidden by the United States of American or the state of Missouri.

Article I – Name & Purpose


Section 1. The name of this organization shall be Society of American Magicians (SAM) Assembly 38.


Section 2. The purpose of this society shall be to provide opportunity for its members to develop skill in the performance of magic as a medium of entertainment, to enable its members to work as a group toward their own growth and for the betterment of the magic community at large.

Article II – Membership


Section 1. Any person can be a local member with or without becoming a National member.


Section 2. For voting purposes, no distinction shall be made on assembly or associate member as defined by the national organization.


Section 3. Active membership shall be defined as one who attends a reasonable number of club meetings and activities and has fully paid their dues.


Section 4. Honorary members shall be elected by a majority vote of the active membership.

Article III – Officers


Section 1. The Executive Board shall consist of Immediate Active Past President, President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Board Members.


Section 2. Eligibility for office shall be open to all active members of this assembly that have been a member at large for at least one year and are also National members.


Section 3. The term of office shall run from January to January of every year. Elections shall be by a majority vote of the current members.


Section 4. The duties of the officers shall be the duties customary to each office as described in Roberts Rules of Order. In addition, the president shall be responsible for the planning and arranging of the program. He may make appointments as needed toward this end.

Article IV – Policies


Section 1. Vacancies in any of the offices shall be filled by election at any regular meeting.


Section 2. It shall also be the policy of this society to work in harmony with other magic societies and organizations in the area.

Article V – Meetings


Section 1. Meetings shall be held once a month.

Article VI – Amendments


Section 1. Any member may submit an amendment to the Executive Board. This amendment must be in writing, bear the member’s signature and the signature of a second. Both the member and the second must be paid up members in good standing.


Section 2. The amendment shall be received by the Executive Board and entered into the minutes.


Section 3. A simple majority of the Executive Board may decide to present to the membership, the amendment for approval or disapproval. If two-thirds of the Executive Board is not present, or if additional information is needed, the Executive Board may also decide to table the consideration until the next Executive Board meeting. The Executive Board may reject it in which case the presenting member retains the right of petition.


Section 4. After acceptance, the amendment shall be published in the newsletter along with a date for consideration by the general membership. A vote shall then be taken at the next general meeting after publication. There must be a majority vote of the members present for the amendment to pass.

Article VII – Voting


Section 1. Voting for topics other than elections shall be held during the normal club meetings. A topic will pass by majority vote of the members present.


Section 2. Annual elections will be held by submission forms on the club website. The site will be set up so that each member may only cast one vote. The results of the voting will be released during the December meeting. It is suggested that a computer be available at the December meeting for last minute votes by attending members.


Section 3. Absentee ballots may be submitted in writing to the club Secretary. They must be signed by the voter and received at least one week prior to the December meeting. The Secretary will send an Email confirmation that the vote has been received and CC the board members. These ballots will be taken to the December meeting to be entered into the website voting forms by a current board member and witnessed by a third person for validity.

BY-LAWS

Article I – Quorum 

A quorum of one-half the active members of the society shall be necessary to conduct business.

Article II – Order of Business

The order of business at the regular meeting shall be:


1. Call to order.


2. Make a list of members present.


3. Reading and adopting the minutes.


4. Reports of officers.


5. Reports of committees.


6. Old and new business.


7. Program.


8. Adjournment.

Article III – Dues

This society shall have yearly dues set annually. Reduced rates for new members starting mid-year or later shall be at the discretion of the board.

Article IV – 501 (c) (3) Provisions

1. The Society of American Magicians, Assembly 38 is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

2. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof. No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of this document, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt form federal income tax under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by an organization, contribution to which are deductible under section 170 (c) (2)  of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

3. Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501 (c) (3) for the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for the public purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 
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